Shelter Classroom Kit
Primary lesson plan

Social Studies
2
2.

Second level. People, place and
environment, SOC 2-13a.

In England: Geography, KSII.

Objective:

Divide the class into threes or fours.
Distribute the build a shelter cards
you prepared earlier, and ask each
group to draw or write a description of
a shelter suitable for the environment
described on their card.

nn

to consider what you need in a home
in different environments.

nn

to consider how different
environments determine different
living conditions.

3 Ask the groups to show the rest
3.
of the class their pictures or read
their descriptions. Then look at the
pictures of real homes in these
environments on the interactive
whiteboard. Are they similar to what
the groups imagined?

nn

to develop research skills.

4.4

Preparation:
nn

open the build a shelter cards pdf,
print it off, photocopy and cut out.

1.1

On the interactive whiteboard, do the
homes around the world activity
with the class. Can they guess which
country (or environment) the home
is suitable for? Think about how the
homes might meet the needs of the
people who live in them.

If the classroom has a globe or a
map of the world, ask each child (or
a representative of each group) to
close their eyes and pick a country.
They must then try to find out about
typical homes in that country, using
the internet and/or local library. You
could create a wall display based on
this theme.
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Geography
1 Design a shelter for… the desert
What’s it like there?
Dry. An area that receives less than 25cm of rain a year is considered a desert, but some don’t
see rain for years at a time. It is often windy, and very hot in the day and very cold at night.

What can I build with?
Rocks, stones, animal skins, woven blankets, rope made from animal hair, palm leaves.

What should I consider?
The extreme heat and cold. There could be sandstorms if the wind is strong. Water is difficult
to find, so you will need to be close to an oasis, or able to pack up your shelter and move it
to follow the rain clouds. When rain does come, floods can happen in low areas. Poisonous
snakes, scorpions and insects are a risk.

Write a description of your shelter and draw a picture of it.
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