Shelter Classroom Kit
Secondary lesson plan

Social Studies
What is homelessness?

3
3.

Third and fourth level. People in society,
economy and business, SOC 3-15a, SOC
3-16a, SOC 4-15a, SOC 4-16a, SOC 4-16b.

4.4 Then, using the cards you prepared
earlier, play the one-step-forwardtwo-steps-back game. Clear a
space in the room and ask for six
volunteers. Give them a game card
each and ask them to read it aloud.

In England: Citizenship, KSIII 2.3 Critical
thinking and enquiry.

Objective:
nn

to consider what qualifies someone
as homeless, and why.

5
5.

Read the volunteers the list of
questions (also on the PDF). If they
think their character would answer
‘yes’, they should take one step
forward, if ‘no’ they should take two
steps back. If they don’t know, they
should stand still.

6
6.

Once you’ve finished, ask the
volunteers to remind everyone
who they were. Ask them how they
felt doing this exercise. Did they
sympathise with their character?
Would they have moved differently if
they were one of the other characters?

Preparation:
nn

On the interactive whiteboard,
look at the fact slides about
homelessness.

print off the one-step-forward-twosteps-back game PDF and cut out the
cards.

1.1 On the interactive whiteboard, do the
Who’s homeless? activity.
2.2 Have a class discussion – are they
surprised by any of the results? Did
they think homelessness was just
rough sleeping? Do they agree that
all these people should get help?
Why do they think people become
homeless?
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Citizenship
One-step-forward-two-step-back game
Sleeping on the sofa
You have been kicked out by your parents because you row
with them all the time. You are staying with friends, but it
has become a strain as you are sleeping on their sofa and
there isn’t much room. You’re missing out on sleep and your
training scheme is threatening to sack you for coming in late.
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The questions:
n

Do you feel safe in your accommodation tonight?

n

Do you feel secure with your housing for the next three months?

n

Do you think things will be sorted out in a year or so?

n

Do you feel this accommodation meets your needs?

n

Do you think anyone will lend you money if you needed it?

n

Do you think you will be able to find somewhere else to go?

n

Do you have people you feel you can turn to?

n

Do you feel that you are fine in other areas of your life?

n

Do you think any agencies, charities or services will help you?

n

Can you see things getting better soon?
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